A***' 


. nr ;> 

2 

1 

1 

2 


-.n- 


SECRE 


T 




Chief, ; 'orr ! .<p '*1. vision ■>! 
Jhlef of station, Karlsruhe 


17 ‘o iobor 1751 


Toe rational 
An Interview with /exraV'^ 3 * * * 7 ' 




>A 


!• eneral fltU;; r ?£»h2 rotumad Cron hie visit t-r the "CJowblno" 
raenouverc with a very favorable impression of all that he had seen* The 
American troops aero in good condition, were wall equipped and took the 
work seriously. This was true of both officers end son. General 8&i$nO'£R 
was also favorably impressed with Generals Handy and Eddy, with each of 
w hom he spent considerable time, ’o wishes to have it kno&t that he 
does not subscribe to the view • which has had sane circulation in Soon • 
that the Americans are handicapped by obsolete weapons, riot all the tanks 
are of the latest model, but rjeneralty sioaidne, he found the equipment 
modem and good, 

2. The negotiations in '-'oris are making surprisingly good progress, 
and a successful conclusion af t o European Amy planning may be arrtdci- 
peted by Christmas, if not before. Agreement has been reached on three 
standard types of divisions# Arrsored (with' 300 tanks;, Armored Infantry 
(with 90 tanks), and Inffr/ay. Tbo problem of tJw integrated corpa offers 
several possible solutions and is no longer regarded as a staling block. 
The Qeraano anno delighted w*oo it was decided to have a rotating ohalr- 
mans hip of tbs Military Planning Group and the Germans, with tlia word 
AUemagne putting tiiee at the head of the alphabetical list, were offered 
the first chairmanship. The foot tlvat the Dutch hove come in Is also en- 
couraging. 


3. The outstond ng rrrobleso in i’arLo at toe moment is the question 

of national amiss. Tbe Gomans arc perfectly willing to forego a 

nat.t cmal army, but as long as the ot*r powers, including .-ranee and Italy, 

insist on the rstcrrti » of national units In addi tion to their f.oropean 

Ar.ijr contingents, tl-o Germans will insist on the same privilege. 


km General !•&?.' HJnai feels that fcJws Bonn negotiationo oa tbe con- 
tractual agreement will eventmlly be aatiofaatnr.Uy concluded, but he 
doubts that agreement aid rati fi cat i m can h© achieved before siring. 

TMs roc ana that not such can he done about Goman entingenta until eusseer. 
It is now ovnerally assumed that .the ''all of 17S3 la tie earliest date at 
which the Germans oould pot combat-ready '.nits into the field. 
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5* !lo is deeply disturbs:! by to® lastentablo performances of tho 
vo terms' groups leaders and. their offset on the whole remilitarisation 
picture at boos and abroad, "-is no re detailed views on this subject 
are given in WIMQ 626 . 

6, On the psychological side, he feels that the Occupation r> owera 
have tanked too such and too loosely about ueroan sovereignty* He says 
that every reasonable Gorman knows that oert&in oontrols oust be retained 
end. are. Indeed, in Germany's interest* Out the facts of the contractual 
ag reement , as compared with popular Ge r man illusions about it, inevitably 
pr oap t the average German to question the Allies 1 good faith* 

7* He is also oonoerned about indications from the United states, 
particularly in the Anerlosa press, that the Amsrioaas are fad up with 
Osman demands and delays and are inclined to feel that it would be just 
es well, or better, to go ahead without the Germane* This would be all 
right, be says, if the Amerloens are aoatsnt to keep six divisions in 
Berops indefinitely. Bat Europe cannot be dafended with the Germans and 
the Americans both out of the military picture. 




